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DATES TO REMEMBER
CHARACTER TRAIT OF THE MONTH:  

COMPASSION   

THE PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

LEARNING TOGETHER

10/3 Parent Conferences 4 to 7:30

Paw  Pr ide Draw ing

Ear ly Release 1:35

10/5 Spir i t Day!  Wear  your  black and red

10/8-10/12  Spi r i t  Week !
Monday--Spor ts Day

Tuesday--Outdoor  Ex plor er  Day

Wednesday--Cr azy Hai r  Day

Thur sday--Pajam a Day

Fr iday--School  Spi r i t  Day!   Red and Black

10/9 3rd Grade SYRCL Salmon Expedition

10/10 Ear ly Release at 1:35

10/12 Jogathon 

10/15 1st Grade to Bishop's Pumpkin Patch

4th Grade to Sutter 's For t

10/17 Kindergar ten to Bier wagen's Farm

Ear ly Release at 1:35

10/19 Spir i t Day!  Wear  your  black and red

10/22-10/26  October  Br eak--No School

10/30 Student of the Month Assembly 9:20

Site Counci l  3:30

10/31 Halloween

Ear ly Release at 1:35

Com ing in  Novem ber :

11/1 Staf f  Tr ain ing Day--No School

11/2 Spir i t Day!  Wear  your  black and red

Day of  the Dead Fest ival  4:30-7:30

11/5 PTC Meeting 3:30

11/7 Picture Retakes

11/12 Veterans' Day Holiday--No School

11/14 ELAC Meeting 5:30-7:00

11/19 Site Counci l  Meeting 3:30

Dear  Bell  Hi l l  Famil ies,

It has been wonder ful to exper ience the change of seasons 
from summer  to fal l  in Nevada County for  my second year  
here.  I t?s so beauti ful to look out and see a few  tr ees 
star ting to change color s, and the cool mornings have been 
a r el ief from the heat of summer.  I  hope al l  of you have had 
the oppor tuni ty to get out into nature w ith your  fami l ies to 
exper ience the changes f i r st hand!

Here at Bell  Hi l l  Academy, i t has been a busy fal l  so far  w ith 
lots of learning for  both students and staff .  Our  
Professional Development Day on September  17 involved al l  
teachers coming together  to learn about how  to improve 
their  work as teams.  We call  these teams Professional 
Learning Communities (PLCs).  They are a way for  teachers 
to str ucture their  col laboration time and use that time most 
effectively to suppor t student learning.  Teamwork can be 
challenging, and I tr uly admire and appreciate the work 
ethic and integr i ty the Bell  Hi l l  teachers apply in their  PLCs!

Fur ther , over  the past few  weeks, a number  of our  staff  
have had the chance to attend state level conferences in 
Sacramento.  The focus of these conferences has been on 
improving the way we encourage posi tive student behavior s 
as well  as how  to suppor t students in need, ei ther  
social-emotional or  academic need.  Ongoing professional 
learning for  staff  is an impor tant facet of the way we 
continually str ive to meet the needs of students and 
famil ies.

Speaking of conferences, I  hope al l  parents were able to 
(continued on page 2)



Pr incipal 's Cor ner  
(continued from page 1)

make time for  the parent teacher  
conferences held over  the past two 
weeks. These conferences 
r epresent an essential par t of how  
we work w ith students and their  
fami l ies.  Communication between 
home and school helps to set 
chi ldren up for  academic success as 
well  as overal l  happiness in the 
educational setting.  Conferences 
are an oppor tuni ty for  teachers to 
share what they have learned 
about their  students, and, equally, 
parents are also able to share 
information about their  chi ldren 
that help teachers more ful ly 
understand how  to work w ith 
them.  I f  you were unable to attend 
a conference, please contact your  
chi ld?s teacher  to set up another  
time to meet.  

Lastly, there is so much going on at 
Bell  Hi l l  Academy this fal l !  Please 
f ind a way to lend a hand and 
par ticipate in our  vibrant school 
community!

WIth much appreciation,

Mrs.Graham

Celery is the vegetable the classes 
will be tasting this month through 
our partnership with Sierra Harvest.

Upcom ing Field Tr ip for  the 

Thi r d Gr ade Classes
On Tuesday, October  9, the Thir d Grade students w i l l  be taking an 

exci ting f ield tr ip to the Yuba River  where they w i l l  learn al l  about salmon, 
their  l i fe cycles, and the per i ls they face. Students w i l l  board a bus in the 
morning and r ide dow n to Brow ns Valley where they w i l l  join the South 
Yuba River  Citizens League at the UC Research Center  to learn al l  about 
these amazing f ish! This f ield tr ip ties in well  w i th the students' studies of 
biomes and animal adaptation. They'r e al l  ver y exci ted!

Oct ober  Break  is Com ing!
The Grass Valley School District will be on October Break during the week of Monday, October 22 through 

Friday, October 26.  We will return on Monday, October 29.  Also, remember that there is no school on 
Thursday, Nov 1 is as it is a Professional Development Day for staff.  



 The Counselor  Connect ion

by Emily Gal lup
How to Reduce Ar guing

Most chi ldren w i l l  argue w ith their  parents as 
long as they think there?s a chance i t w i l l  work.  
I f  you feel l ike there?s been too much arguing 
going on in your  home, choose a neutral time to 
talk about the problem. (Tr ying to talk to your  
kids about a problem when they?re alr eady upset 
usually doesn?t work).  

Star t by letting your  chi ld know  that you don't 
want to continue spending your  time arguing, 
and that you are going to put some new  rules in 
place to help ever yone in your  fami ly get along 
better.  The f i r st r ule is that whi le i t?s okay to 
disagree, the conversation must occur  in a 
r espectful fashion.  Raised voices and other  
forms of disrespect should not be permitted.  I f  
the conversation star ts to get out of control, tel l  
your  chi ld know  that you w i l l  continue 
discussion when s/he can speak to you in a calm, 
r espectful manner.  

The second rule is that whi le some decisions are 
negotiable, other s are not.  An example of a 
negotiable issue would be letting your  chi ld 
choose what time of day homework w i l l  be 
completed.  A non-negotiable issue, in contrast, 
would be choosing whether  or  not homework 
gets done at al l .  As a parent, you have the r ight 
to tel l  your  chi ld that cer tain topics are 
non-negotiable.  Once you have determined that 
an issue is non-negotiable, explain that you w i l l  
not tolerate any attempts to engage in arguing.  
Let your  chi ld know  that you w i l l  give him or  her  
a warning (i .e. "I f  you continue to argue, you w i l l  
lose one dollar  of this week's al lowance") and 
that this w i l l  be fol lowed by the r emoval of 
whatever  pr ivi lege you said you would take.  I t is 
cr i tical that i f  you tel l  your  chi ld s/he w i l l  lose a 
pr ivi lege (such as the dollar ), that you fol low  
through w ith taking i t away.  Not fol low ing 
through w ith a promised consequence w i l l  teach 
your  chi ld not to take you ser iously.  I t may take 
a few  times for  your  chi ld to r eal ize just how  
ser ious you are, but consistency is essential.  I f  
you stick w ith this plan, your  chi ld w i l l  learn that 
when you say i t 's time to stop arguing, i t 's time to 
stop.  Both of you have better  things to do w ith 
your  time together.   

Many Thanks!
So m any m em bers of our  Bel l  H i l l  
Com m unity go out of their  way to lend a 
hand or  show appreciat ion that i t  is a 
chal lenge to ensure we recognize 
everyone!  H ere are just a few...

- Eva Lea has stepped forward to lead 
the Day of the Dead Fest ival .

- Nicole Kl im ek  brought us chi l i  and 
corn m uffins dur ing parent 
conferences.

- Donya M iguel  helped us out wi th 
extra tr eats when we needed to 
com bine two classes one afternoon.

- The Biggs fam i ly drops off extra 
donuts for  staff on their  chi ldren 's 
bir thdays.

- Sarah Gr i ff in-Boubacar  has agreed 
to be our  Sier ra H arvest l iaison 
again th is year , and Eduardo 
H ernandez has been helping out 
wi th the fr esh fr u i t  and veggie car t  
dur ing recess.



Bell Hil l  Academ y is a Global Studies and Dual 
Immersion School.  The educators at Bell Hill share 
the goal of preparing students to be informed and 
curious world citizens.

     Ther e is an Off icial  Bel l  Hi l l  
Academy 

Facebook Page!
www.facebook.com/

bellhillacademygrassvalley

 This is another way for parents and 
community members to stay 

up-to-date on the happenings at 
BHA. 

Look for upcoming events and 
information!

 How to Get  Involved in  the PTC!

This month there are a couple of key ways parents and 
famil ies can get involved.  Fir st of al l , the Jogathon is 
coming up on Fr iday, October  12.  We can use as many 
parents as possible to help set up in Condon Park, 
super vise students, and clean up at the end of the event.  
The Jogathon is Bell  Hi l l  Academy's biggest fundraiser  
and is a lot of fun, too!  I f  you can, please come out to 
suppor t our  students.  Check w ith your  chi ld's teacher  
or  emai l the PTC at bhaptc@gvsd.us.

  

Coming up after  the October  Break w i l l  be our  Day of 
the Dead Festival on Fr iday, Nov 2 star ting at 4:30.  We 
sti l l  need parent volunteers to help w ith face painting, 
craft booths, ser ving food and much more!  Again, the 
more help we have for  this event, the more successful i t 
w i l l  be.  We are r aising money to by tr anslation 
equipment for  our  school.  Eva Lea is the coordinator  
for  this festival.  You can emai l her  at the PTC emai l or  
leave a message for  her  in the BHA off ice.  

Please feel fr ee to r each out to any of our  board 
members for  questions or  ideas! 

Ashley Schwar z - Pres. of Operations, Mom to Addy, 1st 
Grade  w ith Maestra Campbell - bhaptc@gvsd.us
Nicole Kl im ek  - Secretar y
Andr ea Br adley ? Vice President of School Community
Daniel l e Noble - Treasurer

Our  next  Meet ing is nov 5 at  3:30!

Rem em ber  to br i n g 
i n  you r  Box  Top s!  

Each  m on th  ou r  
l i b r ar i an , M r s. Sw ar tz, 

cou n ts u p  h ow  m an y Box  
Top s each  class tu r n s i n  

an d  gi ves th at  cl ass a 
sp eci al  p r i ze!

Box  Top s = N ew  L i br ar y  Book s


